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Katsuyoshi Tanaka

In this paper I have tried to introduce Alcuin an Anglo-Saxon, who assisted Charles the
Great through his effort to give rise to arts and educatin in the period of the carolingian
renaissance, by translating into Japanese of “ALCUIN AND THE RISE OF THE CHRISTIAN
SCHOOLS”, 1893, London (by West, Andrew Fleming [1853-1943. American educator; pro-
fessor of Latin [1883-1928], Princeton.)).

A summing-up of West on their work is as follows:

“(revival of learning) under Charles and Alcuin is (—)of vital importance as a first stage
in the evolution of modern education. Narrow and technical as was the instruction given,
and brief as was the duration of the institutions founded, it still remains true that Charles
was the first monarch in the history of Europe (—) to attempt an establishment of universal
gratuitous primary education as well as of higher schools. Moreover, as the result of
Alcuin's organizing sagacity, a body of men devoted to teaching as well as learning was
created, giving some degree of continuity to education down to the founding of the uni-
versities and so sheltering studies in various monasteries and cathedrals that some of the
greater schools thus kept alive, or offshoots from them, afterwards became natural re-
ceptacles for the new university life of the next age.” (pp. 2-3)
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