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Etoki and Tsuizen kuyo

—Local indiginization of Tozan Shugen—

= K Hex
Hitoshi Miyake

Tsuizen kuyé (good-will memorial services for the repose of the soul) is a series of events
conducted for the purpose of transforming the deceased into ancestral spirits. Generally
it refers to the series of thirteen Buddhist ceremonies conducted on the 1st week, 2nd
week, 3rd week, 4th week, 5th week, 6th week, 7th week, 100th day, 1st year, 3rd year,
7th year, 13th year, and 33rd year after a person’s death. These Buddhist ceremonies are
based on depictions of hell (figoku-e) and texts such as the Sitra of the Ten Kings of Hell
(Jigoku jii-6 kyd) produced in the 14th century, and on the belief that the deceased faces
judgment by the ten “kings” of hell on these memorial days. The practice of performing
Buddhist ceremonies has its origins in the belief that by honoring the Buddhas that are
thought to be the basic ground of each of these kings, one could influence the outcome of
this judgment and help the deceased escape suffering and attain Buddhahood.

There are exceptions to this general pattern. The Tsuizen kuyd no susume (Handbook
on ?tsuizen kuyo) is a handbook transmitted from the 17th century by the Tozan Shugen
tradition, which had jurisdiction over the Kumano Bikuni (Buddhist nuns affiliated with
the Kumano area) in the Shimokasaka area of the town of Oku, Okayama Prefecture. This
handbook teaches that the spirit of the deceased dwells in the wife, who has stayed with
the deceased all night on the night of the wake. Then the deceased is buried. As the
deceased is remembered with a memorial service on each of the death anniversaries, he
grows as an embryo within the womb of the mother earth. Eventually he is reborn as a
buddha, and finally matures into a Buddha that is beyond birth and death. Each stage of
growth for each death anniversary is explained through both text and pictures.

The explanation of the afterlife in this text is completely different from the usual ex-
planation of tsuizen kuyd that is based on a fear of hell. It is an interpretation of tsuizen
kuyo that is based on the yamabushi’s pilgrimage in the mountains—first there is ritual
that symbolizes death, then one enters the mother-like mountains and grows as an embryo,
and then leaves the mountains having attained buddhahood. It is not coincidental that
the Tozan-ha scholar Gakuhd, in his Buchii hiden (Secret transmissions in the mountains)
explains the various stages of practice on Mt. Omine in terms of the nine months of fetal
development in the mother's womb.

The Shugen practices of the Tozan-ha in the 16th century included pilgrimage to all
areas of Japan. In the 17th century, however, the Edo Bakufu ordered the Shugen move-
ment to localize and become part of a specific local society. In such circumstances the
Tozan-ha Shugen of Shimokasaka directed the Kumano Bikuni under its jurisdiction to
perform ¢suizen kuyo by explaining it in terms of the physical sensibilities of motherhood
rather than in terms of the fear of hell. Pictures were used to illustrate and explain
that the deceased first dwells within mother earth and is then reborn as a buddha. It
seems that Tozan-ha Shugen sought to become a part of local society through the per-
formance of such funeral services and fsuizen kuyo.
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