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Changing Images of ‘‘Mohterhood’’ in Japan Today

BRI RIS 55 B BB A X — U

—FAT7RTF VDL A —CoOBEEYBLT—

I T

Noriko Arai

In Japan, the birthrate is going down from 1970's. Many women make their choice of
having no children. So, the family system and the traditional sex role have changed.
And now, the consept of Motherhood have been changing.

The purpose of the present study is to investigate the image of modern mother and three
types of concrete mothers who are in different life-stage. 198 male and 206 female were
asked about the images of each type. The result were as follow: (1) there was no dif-
ference between male and female on modern mother images. It was a traditional and
ideological mother image. (2) On other 3 types, these images were very different from
modern mother image, and compared to female, male had negative images. (3) Female had

a tendency to deny traditional sex roles.
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