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Mortualy practice and kinship

e 3 F b
Keiko Sato

The purpose of this paper is to elucidate the characteristic of “shinseki,, Japanese
kindred which incluses affinity.

The data presented here was collected during my research conducted in Iwafune, Iwata
prefecture. Iwafune, a mountain village, contains 32 houses with 118 inhabitants, The
people living here recognize “almost the villageres are ‘shinseki, each other.,,

So, in Iwafune I reserch kinship organization, especially the concept of “shinseki, in
terms of mortuary practice, consists of mortual parade, “soushiki gyouretsu,, an obituary
gift, “kouden, and “hotoke-ogami, practice. And how the people who are considered
“shinseki, , organize the functional group.

In enclusion, I propose that at the grouping of shinseki, these two facteres are valid in
Iwafune., One is the place of residence, the other is a status of affinity.
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