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Social Networks and Social Support of the |

Elderly in Japan

+ N ¥ ¥
Yoshiko Ibaragi

The concepts of social networks and social support have been of major significance in

examining the structure and the functions of interpersonal relations.

However, in the

studies on interpersonal relations of the elderly in Japan, there has been more emphasis
put on social networks—number of network members, number of their contacts, and so

on—than on social support.

This paper is intended to review the articles not only concerning social networks but
also concerning social support, and to find out why the application bias happened in these

two concepts.

The studies on interpersonal relations of the elderly in Japan have been

paid attention to in studies of the sociology of the family, social gerontology and the

science of social welfare,
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