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A Review on the Gatekeeper Studies in Mass
! Communication Research

-
’

6
Gwangho E

In the years since the publication of David M. White's (1950) classical “Mr. Gate” study
which firstly introduced Kurt Lewin’s (1947) ‘gatekeeper’ concept into mass communication
research, there has been an increasing concern to the factors having influence upon the
decision making of mass communicators. Those factors found in many emprical studies
include subjective bias of individual gatekeeper, reporter—source relationships, proportions
of input news from wire services, and organizational hierachy.

The focus of gatekeeper studies has shifted from an emphasis on individual psychology,
as in White’s study, to an awareness of the importance of organizational context in which
gakekeeping activities occur. And recently, more molar levels of analysis are employed in
order to overcome the limitations of classical gatekeeper model. Some conceptual and
methodological limitations are reviewed and suggested herein this paper for revision of
the model. New conceptual framework such as ‘mass media decision making’ suggested
by Dimmick and Coit (1982) may be considered as one candidate for alternative paradigm
to gatekeeper studies. But further examination is still needed.
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