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Earwitness: Edward Sylvester Morse

—Soundscape and Life-world in the Meiji Japan—

1k ¥ X Rl
Miho Yamagishi

In this paper I may describe soundscape which is experienced by Edward Sylvester Morse

in his everyday life in Japan.
the Meiji Period.

An American zoologist Morse visited Japan three times in

Staying in Japan about two years and six months, Morse experienced Japanese everyday

life and culture.

I think trivial round of daily life is the main theme of sociology.
sociology of sound, also in sociology of music.

I am interested in

Sound-experiences are main sources of my

sociological study of sound and music which is a branch of sociology of everyday life. Our
life-world is filled with many various sound. Always we are surrounded by natural sound,

human sound, mechanical sound, and music.

The word soundscape is coined by Canadian composer and musical educationalist R, Mur-

ray Schafer.

We must understand our soundscape because soundscape is not a background of our

daily life but main stage of our daily life,

Morse is famous in Japan as a discoverer of Ohmori-Kaizuka (“shell mounds of Omori”

by Morse) in Tokyo.

I think he is not only an eyewitness, but also a notable earwitness.

We can find an interesting case of sound-natural history in Morse’s monograph of Japanese

life.
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