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Arguments in Drawing Borderlines of States
and Ethnic Groups

—Foresight of Biculturalism in New Zealand—

T MmO F
Neriko Musha

The concept of ‘Nation state' expects peoples within an area surrounded by a border to
be homogeneous as ‘nation.” A number of ethnic conflicts which frequently occurred since
1960 s are considered to be against the concept of ‘one people, one nation,' Is it true?
The solution to this problem should be found in the other point. The case of New Zealand
is discussed from this respect in this essay.

Inhabitant of New Zealand consists of Maori (12%) and European immigrants (85%), and
since 1970 s ‘biculturalism’ has heen applied by the government, which gives equal weight
to the two cultures. Through the analysis of this problem we have found that the frame-
work of grouping of peoples has a hierachical structure and peoples helong to different
groups depending on the hierachical level of the framework, i.e. no grouping can be
absolute.

Conclusively, the ethnic problem should be considered not from justification of a frame-
work of the grouping of peoples but from our attitude about the concept of the grouping

of peoples from any respect.
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