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On the Language Policies in the Middle Meiji Period:

—The National Language Research Committee—

EAN - SR 1 B
Kazuyuki Itoh

This article deals with some aspects of the language policies of the Ministry of Educa-
tion in the middle Meiji period of Japan. A committee called the “National Language
Research Committee” was established in 1902 in the Ministry of Education. It made inten-
sive researches on the Japanese language, especially on its orthography, grammer, phonet-
ics and dialects. It had a tremendous influence on the language policies afterward.

In this article, the author describes, first, language reform movements, which intended
to abolish the Chinese characters from the Japanese writings, in the early Meiji period as
a prehistory of the National Language Research Committee, and, next, how it was estab-
lished, who took part in it, what purposes it had and what influences it had on the lan-

guage policies thereafter.
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