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State Legislation and School Choice
—Minnesota’s Post-secondary Enrollment Options (PSEO) Act—

A B #HF

Noriko Inuzuka

The Post-secondary Enrollment Options (PSEQ) Act was enacted by the Minnesota
state legislature in 1985, The program enables 11th and 12th grade public high school
students to enroll either full-time or part-time in post-secondary courses. Students may
use credits from these courses to count toward both high school and post-secondary
graduation and state funds are apportioned according to the percentage of credit hours the
student takes at each level.

In this paper, I attempt to clarify the following matters: background of this education
reform, contents of the PSEO act, overall program evaluation.

As brief summary, the political history of educational choice legislation in Minnesota
reveals that the key actors of this education reform are governor, state legislators, and
an organization of chief executive officers of major Minnesota coporations.

The PSEO Act requires that education in grades 11 and 12 will be specialized: students
choose further education that matches their career aspiration. The most typical PSEQ
participants enrolled in one single course at the post-secondary institution and student
participants performed well. 11 other states have implemented PSEQ programs after

Minnesota.
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