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Public-School Choice in the United States
School Reform in the 1980s

* B M T

Noriko Inuzuka

Public-school choice, —the idea of providing parents and students with greater options
in their education— is an important new development on the policy-making scene.

In this paper, I attempt to examine the public-school choice policies in the United
States, which is now experiencing one of the most sustained educational reform movements
in its history. Especially I focus on the States policies. Because the landsape of American
educational politics has been transformed since 1980 when President Reagan took office, the
states role has been greatly increased and more important.

In this paper, I focus on the following points: first, background of school reform
movements, second, issue of public-school choice, third, 6 plans which the Education
Commission of the States proposed, fourth, three policy priorities which appeal to diverse
interests:, freedom, equity, and school improvement in choice.
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