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Factors in Risk Ratings:

—Effects of Perceived Frequency of Death—

# £ T+ & h
Sumire Inoue

This study was conducted to explore the relationship between the perception of the
frequency of death and perceived risk of the causes of death. Subjects were asked to
estimate the frequency of death caused by various reasons, including diseases, natural
hazards and accidents. They also rated the potential risk contained in each of the risks.

There are two groups of risks. Most risks are rated in the same way as the estimation
of the frequency of death. For instance, when the risk is rated high, the frequency of
death is estimated to be high. But for the other risks, the ratings are not affected by the
estimation. The difference between the two groups are derived from the nature of the
risk: private or public. These two types well agree with Tsujimoto and ef al.’s study.
They found out two types of risks from the change of actual frequency of death, which

reflects the pattern of social acceptability.
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