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The Adaptation of Japanese Americans

—Reconsideration of Their Success Story—

PN % ¥ =
Chie Honda

Although a long history of discrimination and prejudice against Japanese Americans
during which they were viewed as an “unassimilable” problem minority by the larger
society, the Japanese Americans were subsequently declared to be a “successful” model
minority. This “success” attracted not only social attention but also academic interest in
the adaptation of Japanese Americans. In this paper, I will examine theories which has
been applied to the case of Japanese Americans, that is, “assimilation theory,” “theory of
generation,” and “midleman minority theory.” Although these perspectives are suggestive,
they provide only incomplete picutres of the adaptation of Japanese Americans. [ argue
that all these theories fail to incorporate an infuluential factor, “strategy,” into their

frameworks. In order to fully understand the adaptation of Japanese Americans, [ will

develop a framework consisting of “context,

ethnicity” and “strategy,” which influence

each other. In terms of this framework, the adaptation of Japanese Americans will be

historically reinterpreted.
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