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From Jefferson To Mann

——A study on the process of development of
American educational thought—

& B3 #F —
Kiichi Morita

= B OW OO
Katsuya Endo

In American history, the period from the end of eighteenth century to the middle of
nineteenth century was tremendously important; at that time, Americans cut the bonds
with European society and built up their nation. Like some other areas, education was
considered one of the most essential elements for the new nation at that time, and so the
role of education was seriously discussed by politicians, educators, and citizens. Many kinds
of ideas for education appeared. It might be considered that some of them became important
ideas, basic to modern American educational thought. However, strangely, this period is
still ambiguous in the history of American educational thought. Thus far, enough study
about the period has not been done.

In this paper, first, we divide this period into three shorter periods, because each of these
periods existed in a stream but had a different characteristic: (1) the period of Independence
(1770~1800), (2) the period of Groping (1800~1830), and (3) the period of Practice (1830~1850).
Second, from the view point of the history of American educational thought, we try to
investigate the differences and similarities of the characteristics of the these three short

periods and see how the role of education was considered in each period.
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