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Toward a reconsideration of “ Utopia”
—“Utopia " as a reality of human beings—

o om % FE
Miyuki Yamada

The term *“utopia” which was coined by Thomas More in 1516, meant at first the differ-
ence bhetween *existence” and *no-existence” in itself. After the sixteenth century in
the West, its meaning developed in two separate directions: “existence” and “no-existence”.
But having interpreted it only in this way, the disputants about it have tended to give a
low value to most of the utopian phenamena except in the West, for example, *okage-
mairi” or *shizen-no-yo”, written by Andoh Shoheki, in the eighteenth century in Japan.
They cannot be understood in the fixed frame of * existence” and * no-existence ”.

In this paper, I will depart from this frame and distinguish utopia from *the utopian”
which is the wish, imagined by human beings living on dream, and never expressed, while
utopia is the expressive form of *the utopian” in a certain condition.

Utopia is indispensable to human beings who exist in the arbitrary and cultural inevi-
tability. When they lose the existing meaning system, they create a new one; then they

meet the reality of utopia, instead of the undoubtable actuality of the existing.
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