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ARE#MFo[ARIBo T

On Oh-hara Yuhgaku's view of ‘shizen”

/N I %
Hitoshi Kobayashi

Formerly, “shizen” (§4R) did not mean nature as objective things but a state of * being
naural ”, that is to say, obeying the order of the universe that pierced through both nature
and society. It functioned as the legitimation of the Tokugawa Government, especially of
its hierarchy.

Oh-hara Yuhgaku also regarded “shizen” as the way to be, and supported the Tokugawa
Government. Based on his idea of *shizen”, he preached morals to peasants and guided
them in agriculture to save the wasted farm villages. But he conceived of *shizen” in a
different way from the Government. That was inevitable, for he had never served any
feudal clans or the Government and was an outlaw, and on top of that, he worked for the
peasants, For Example, he set up an organization that managed land offered by its mem-
bers as a corporation, but that was agzainst law. lle was convinced that the organization
was natural by reason that it was grounded on “wa” (f1, harmony) of the people which
was homologous with *wa” of the principles of heaven and earth, and that it was formed
to realize the natural wish of people to maintain their iye (%). He did not become aware
of the difference of opinions about *shizen” between him and the Government, because it

is so ambiguous and there can be many interpretations about what is natural. Then he
was punished by the Government. * Shizen” can work as the idea, while it disturbes the
understanding of the contradiction in the real situation.
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