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“Ichinin-mae ” and ‘ lkken-mae "

—The realization and mutual recognition of human rights
in Japanese village community—

7 g ] =3
Haruhiko Takeuchi

The word ichinin-mae refers to becoming an adult and a full-fledged member of the
community, gaining civil rights.

During the Edo period, the structural elements of a village community were not con-
stituted by persons but by household (iye). This was because the tax to be paid by a
village was shared among the households of the village; individuals contributed only to
the obligations of their own household. Therefore, the household and not the individual
person held the right to take part in village politics. Full right as a community member
was held only by the head of a household as its representive.

Not every family, however, constituted an independent household. The independent house-
holds, or ikken-mae, were self-supporting and had a house of their own. Since only the
paterfamilias of an ikken-mae was provided with full rights as a community member, the
question arises as to how someone living in a dependent household could get more civli
rights. This is examined in the present article by the use of several monographs on
village communities during the Edo period and the application of theories concerning rural

sociology.
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