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Human body ; its collectivity and individuality

—Toward a new sociological framework—

fa 33} £ T
Tatko Fukuda

In the modern sociological tradition, the human *“body ” has been conceived of as a sub-
stantial entity which is strictly distinguished from “ mind”. However, this author has been
dubious about sucn a belief in dualism. Although it seems to be ordinary thinking, it is
deeply rooted in the subject-object schema of the modern science tradition. When we
understand * mind and body ” phenomenologically as an unity, we should change our * reality ”
which we construct in everyday life and change the concept of “body ” and * mind ".

In the philosophical sphere, modern European thinkers, from Descartes to Sartre, have
long been dominated by solipsism. In contrast, phenomenology offers a strong argument
against it. According to Merlau-Ponty, our “embodied” being is considered to already and
always leap over the gap between subject and object, and also over the distance between
self and other. Moreover, it is possible to understand * collectivity ” in relation to *body ",
by the concept of “intercorporéite” (Merlau-Ponty).

This epistemological change is expected to have much influence upon sociology. For it
inevitably modifies the conception of “society ” as an ensemble of conflicting individuals.

In this paper, the author has tried to work out a frame of reference for a theory of
“Leibhaftig” (Binswanger) society, by giving special consideration to *interporéitique”
phenomena which can be found in tne situation of the therapeutic interaction. including

traditional healing.
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