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[HhERHE | OHXFAERIBE
A Study of the *“Earthquake Reports” with a view

of the “History of Social Research”

X & B i
June Oyane

Eary in the Meiji era, seismological resarch started in Japan. J. Milne and Seikei Sekiya
were the most well known researchers in those days. They developed Seismology, and in
that process, * Earthquake Reports” (Jishin-Hokoku) started, in 1885, for gathering earth-
quake records from all over Japan. The Ministry of Home Affairs (Naimusho) required
“ Earthquake Reports” from more than 600 Public offices (Gun-Ku-Yakusho). Data from all
over Japan were stocked in Naimu-Sho, and reported to the society in the newspapers.
After 1885, earthquake records from all over Japan were seen in the newspapers of Tokyo,
such as the * Tokyo Nichi-Nichi Shinbun”. Before that year, only records from Tokyo were
published, because there were no reports from other districts expect Tokyo.

In this study, I pay attention to changes in the news about earthquakes, which were re-
flections of the * Earthquake Reports”. The readers of newspapers came to have scietific
knowledge about earthquake disasters. And Japanese society came to develop many kind of
counterplans for disasters. Then I consider the *Earthquake Reports” with a view of the

“ History of Social Research”, which has been evolved by Prof. Takao Kawai.
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