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Studies on subjective clusterings of hand-written
KANA-characters and writers’ personality

1’ H =
Hitoshi Makita

* OB OB OR

Masao Kanetaka

44 KANA characters (Japanese letters), written by 27 persons were examined with free
clustering experiments. In first experiment, Ss were required to cluster the 27 writers per
each character. Then the relation of this clustering and the writers’ personality was ex-
amined. In second experiment, Ss were required to cluster 44 characters per writer. The
probability of clustering into the same group is used as the index of similarity between two
kana-characters. The spatial configuration of kana-characters was obtained by applying MDS
to the similarity. The comparison of results indicates: some KANA-characters have the
ability to discriminate the writers’ personality; spacial confliguration has a general structure;
features that discriminate personality are not the same as those that discriminate character.

The global results suggest that determination of these features is possible.
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