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The Japanese View of Nature

——A study of “Ten-do” (XKi§) and “Jin-do” (Ax) conceived by
Ninomiya Sontoku, in reference to the “activism”—

N %
Hitoshi Kobayashi

The “activism”, social consciousness derived from Protestantism, which thinks that human
being is to conger nature, is the foundation of the industrialization and is one of main causes
of the ecological crises. My concern is how the *“activism” has appeared in the process of
the industrialization (modernization) in Japan,

In this paper, 1 examine “Ten-do” (Fifi) and “Jin-do” (Axi) conceived by Ninomiya Sontoku
(1787-1856). The former means the order of nature and the latter intentional actions. Contrary to
the traditional Confucianism, which thinks all human behavior should obey “Ten-do”, Sontoku
stated that “Jin-do” was different from “Ten-do” and emphasized activeness of men. But he
wasn’t simply one of “activists”, He rather integrated men’s active and passive sides in their
relations with nature. On the one hand, men set up their own value in oppesition to “Ten-
do” and work upon nature to gain this value. But on the other hand, it can never be done
without obeying “Ten-do”, specially in agricultural production, which he considered the basis
of our lives. “Jin-do” must base on “Ten-do” and be in harmony with it. He also insisted
that men should help each other, developing their subjectivity., We can regard it as the
integration of the active and the passive sides in men’s interrelations. Ofkers as nature and
as people aren’t the object of the domination but the conditions of one’s own being., (In this
meaning, they weren’t regarded as ofhers in a modern sense.) Now that we have to reconsider
the “activism”, which disregards the diversity of real relations and goes straight ahead by
the power of reason, we should take our weakness and passiveness into consideration and
balance with others.
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