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The Concept of ‘Role’ Reconsidered
— Some Sociological Implications of “Role-distance” by E. Goffman —

"2 W #  F
Wakako Iwata

>

In this article, 1 assert that Erving Goffman tried to make clear the *role-distance ” of in-
dividuals in social situations, and to integrate the holistic (mainly on social system level) and
individualistic (mainly on personality system level) models of role phenomena, which creates
a new horizon in sociology.

This article is divided into two parts; the first is concerned with comparing the two camps
of role-theories—structural functionalism and symbolic interactionism—in terms of the three
aspects of role which Levinson has distinguished. The aim of the second part is to codify
these three aspects from Goffman’s viewpoint and to clarify that his concept of *role-
distance ”’ does not refer to individual differences in psycho-biological attributes, but to * typical
differences ” in sociological attributes. His theory does not sufficiently explain the mechanism
of individual role-distance. It still remains no more than an approach on social system level.

In order to supplement the above-mentioned limitations of Goffman’s theoretical standpoint,
and to bridge the traditional gap between individualistic and social system approaches, [ will
propose that some attempts should be made to elaborate the concept of * life-style” and to

develop * the system of life” model.
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Relational Proprietory Xpresssive Service N
( roles ( roles ( roles ) ( roles ) (Relational roles)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 ‘
SRR B B, BW, | BOCIDE | v b T | SRR e b | JEIRREYL b
ER, 5, Mk, Fao |8, AREME | FEOGHIR | o RERY | 0 BEEN
Ry F YT FRZRLT | () M35 | HREAR Y | &N, W,
1, VB xD, WEEHRE | V—F—~vy
i, Fk, 2tazp- SR, Wbk
HE, mi, va voRtl H (T 5891)
2 S (fl THED e, e
Lo RgEl, %4

TIrerethil, BAD IFRMNCRRECH DY D
55 HLn#E ] (multi-situated social entities)?——
ORBYRITHHZ LS,

BHIFEME DM AN EEERIT, MAIECHRD D
CRATSRNA—-ROBRELEEL TV 55, T2
v o IR HERNEEERE, (oREHE
HRy, ARntclET s RBnRE, FEo
BEFR, bofBEmEN s Fotanih, ok oun
#, R, AE ERELXoxtnEargths, -
heo@Eit, *—7Frie sz, THzEnsl
(recruitment role) & 8 ##% ¥ (achievement role)
CHABTHIENTEBEAS (E-1 28R,

whickk, EROHINAETEROCHEFLERD
HAHT X - T, BEOREMNBMOZRIC/ T x —=
YRR, VW OrOHBNENARET S LMEE
TED, COEAXUTOXSRBILTIE, k&
2, B-1 0 a; WS REHREILEREET DR
Bif, FREIE[ADOSBRILBEM /ST x — < 2000
HLTV B, TOBRILFMNRT ¢ — v ANHL—ED
R e - Fo BT X o THIH S h A St X
EYLZTHhDB, LihoT, apn L5 REMEH
%y b LEREBAADEBORIN AT x —< 28,
a2 &5 Z ETHRIE, FhILY &5 REMAEIT
HFLS54AXIRBZEREDEVIDYTHD, 2D
Y ummgnct, YEOBADRIEEML -
TIWwiA5,

PERTERLSIT, HEMRNL 3 oOMmY A

LcE&s, HEEBAZENTS T8Y) #BahoT
H5, TELHEAREE] CHHMAL, REHZH
PREBSTFERR—FR—I i > TOAEEY
RELTL 2T Tiliey, ORI BT 5 MAD
HE &R, BRCHLTEET5ERL D, #—K
Rl DTHD. FLT, ZOERN WG FH
Ehi-flimc £, AAOBEESLTWAETMEY—4H
SMHREER —» RT3 HAMEOEERK 2
¥Y “BEER LA BRAH,

HRERE

FREZBVTE, F & UTHEZOEE CRERERC
HEAIATE L RARESORN - KRLEHARI, XT
Fhkdir, HlEx, —EOHE Rkt ob L
TP 3HEMBADBENMNTALHAT S D0 IFER
ZThDH, B, WML CTHR YR T A0
AR TH—H BARL TR, —KRBIZZELD
HEMETERRO OO, ZRNCRAIRNAECOETT
MERFRBC 0 B FERP—A bl s —
W e B BIEEREO RN — D DFEBRTHH D, L
fobino T, BHIESHNHR LBAACENESTH IR
i3, COARHTELTWSEVWLEDTHD,

KEC B R, ERRIY, T oRNmR
ZHRATAHILC L > THRRLORAXRR LI TE
e Thz, I LEHER»ORENRARAEDLD
ik, BARALASBETHD, TOF, vy
AEH LB O S ooMEmORXINE S & X b, THRHE

Iv.



M) geomRy 19

Bae TAC) B LoMEMMEKT, ARTISH
LRI tHE YR F LD 5 — DD RE—HEM
BEORNVH D KRR & oNH O BEDVT
b HARRI T hidieblov,

B, B20RATHD TANERE) B30
M8y, HOIDTHBLTE IV, AN
2, AcoZaTMA—HoEMcw+5, “BHR”
HHIWALEZORETHH E 5 2 Lk, £ha', B
RHSZNCERNWUAZLIERT DO
FOHRVWIEERLTVS, T72 Ui, ZOAICDOW
T, ROXScHMEREXTT-> T35,

@MEEmEs, EAOEIR (ego), HHL, R-V T
U7 4 HEWIIHEEY, TOREOILDEVLL
FRBLES EThiE, BMEBCREIhEE/ -2
74 7O RRRVBRO L BA LT il bis
wokithkd, 2T, bhbhilHBRYHE~RT
Hkw Ao hidlis blavs,

BAVRREE»2DYOBLHTHDREBTHLE
i3, WIANTOL 25 LAHBACFEC LS
DTIRIEL, LA, dofoHEMmoL bhk?
AF0F 47 4 DBEEVTHATHE VS Z LT
BFaZiloaT, bhbhiio D Lukhdds
ENTEDL, REEIAIDHIOSHHCCHELTHA
NFoOZ EDOTESABL, i, AN,
HRIDDHCHEOZ ENTELDTH S,

ZuERh, HEoRMEBAOFIHEERRE L,
BEADSHEYHEL TV b0 RBNFELYEEL T
VB, AR, HENFEOREIEZTERTHEDE
TRFCART 5 —7, H&NFARMCsVCTHERY
EFL, AT EHD B D AGHTAC X - TH
S@BENT D, AR, HEORBREWLELLE
DORBRBERHLUTHZ ENTELOTHS, Th
Bx, T7=XBAORMEEDO NMLiEH{TIZ &
X oT, HHEBRFYHERE LS b MANESEHE
LT #4 7 I XA REFOHIEN R LTt HA
Lideli, &S ARNELEDIBHTH S,

Lo Ligdin, 722 00Be, YEREIORR
i3, REM7 To—FLii vwoTdh HL ETH “HE”
DREEI D7 To—FORRETFL W, ITT7v
12, HABRORBCMOLIAG BEY, EEAOKE
EENEAIRH LT EA Ry 8%, HAE
EFAL, TRERALTVC Db, £0MAE+HK

/UL T VDTHD, Thdx, BAORYEED
A=A LEBEEPTHTE, WENRERTHLLEVD
XarElch,

CORTOFLVEBRAOHMNY, EEL 5147 -
2% 4] (life-style) EBEORE, S5 MTEHFY
2 5 4| (the system of life) & 51 OEEILIZRD T
VB, BLA KB TR L TR,

G

1) FWEM, 1979: (AR E&FOoRA] GREEAE
¥, £5REM,

2) ROoXBEBR,

Turner, R. 11, 1962: * Role-taking: Process
versus conformity ”, in Rose. A. M. (ed.), f{uman
Behavior and Social Process, London: Routledge
and Kegan Paul, pp. 20-40.

Turner, R. 11, 1985: * Unanswered questions in
the convergence between structuralist and
interactionist role theories”, in Hell, H.]. &
Eisenstadt, S.N. (ed.), Micro-Sociological Theory .
Perspectives on Sociological Theory, Vol. 2, Lon-
don : Sage, pp. 22-36.

3) Levinson, B.J., 1959: * Role, personality, and
social structure in the organizational setting ”,
Journal of American Social Psychology, Vol. 8,
pp. 170-80.

4) e B Xy, WaBEERT (HEN7 5
4 & (normative paradigm)], v v#Y y 2 E
fEM R THEM -5 # 4 o (interpretive para-
digm)] #*th¥hiMiRLEL T3, KOXWREXE
IR,

WO Mes, 1975 T&FLE@EH) =27
-+J11A %, 137 A. :

¥k, THEMHASF 14 & TERREN 554
&) ORI OWTIE, ROXMEBMR,
Wilson, Thomas P.,, 1970: * Normative and In-
terpretive Paradigms in Sociology ”, in Jack D.
Douglas (ed.), Understanding Everyday Life,
Chicago: Aldine, pp. 57-79.

5) Linton, R., 1936: The Study of Man: An In-
troduction, New York : Appleton-Century-Crofts.

6) ibid., p. 114.

7) ibid., p. 103.

8) ibid., p. 113.

9) ibid., p. 114,

10) Parsons, T., 1951: The Social System, Glencoe,
I11.: Free Press (:HEMR TH&H4%R] ¥AS
g, 32H).

11) ®kik—, 1972: THEGHEROBELEH), JNIER
WA, TRte¥ME - s a¥otR2) BHE



20 HEEWRBHEE 4 28 5 1988

5, 170H,

12) A=V v X3, HEVAFLEA—VFITF 4 ¥
AFABEATHEROONENERE L T MHESDY
# & o JFL A | (theorem of institutional integration)
YREL, BEOHANMRYRS 5 L (Par-
sons, [iBE, M2EEWM), L L, BoBKL
REWTHR, HEBEOBEFHICHAKE» AT
Wizied, BRI, BAOEKENERIAT
LEoTWnb,

13) Merton, R. K., 1957: Social Theory and Social
Structure, Free Press.

14) Gross, N. et al, 1958: Explorations in Role
Analysis, John Willy.

15) Nadel, S.F., 1957: The Theory of Social Struc-
ture, London: Cohen and West., (FEEMER M&
SMBOBRR—BEHURR ORI EHREEN).

16) #HEPAIEM, 1967 : MHEL¥FMEESR] MENFEE
M, H3REM,

17) Dahrendorf, R., 1959: Homo Sociologics: Ein
Versuch zur Geschichte, Bedeutung und Kritik
der Kalegorie der sozialen Rollen, Koln: West-
deutschen Verlag (&R Trx: v vae
oo A-BEErAM) ALY > BE, 46H)

18) IR®, 87-88H.

19) R%&, 16H.

20) Blumer, H., 1969: Symbolic Interactionism: Per-
spective and Method, University California Press,
p. 2.

21) ibid., pp. 2-21.

22) Mead, George ., 1934: Mind, Self and Sociely,
Chicago: University of Chicago Press. (fi#=
FHe,R PEE - AR - 2] BAEE)

23) R#&, 164-176H.

24) RE, 187H,

25) R, 190KE.

26) Turner, R.H., 1956: “Role-taking, role-stand-
point, and reference-group behavior,” American
Journal of Sociology, vol. 61, pp. 316-28.

27) Turner, R. H., 1956, p. 316,

28) ibid., p. 321.

29) ibid., pp. 321-23.

30) Turner, R.H,, 1962, p. 22.

31) Shibutani, T., 1961: Seciety and Personality,
Prentice-Hall.

32) Urry, J., 1972: “Role performance and social
comparison process ¥, in Jackson J. A. (ed.), Role,
Sociological Studies 4, Univ. Cambridge Press.

33) Blumer, H., 1969.

3) vy, BEREIBRCST L AMEBS TREKC

HEEEhi AM] ThBz LA, ROX
B8,
Wrong, D.H., 1961: “The Oversocialized Con-
ception of Man in Modern Sociology ”', American
Sociological Review, Vol. 26, pp. 183-93.

35) Goffman, E., 1961: *“Role distance”, in En-

counters, Bobbs-Merill, pp. 83-152. (tkB@® - i
WER T &g I N

36) W, 95H.

37) TR, -V v X0 [HEMKAORR] ©
EEAWHEBLYHEOS L il bl L EE
E#EE D, LW DL, BAO HEEFE~OBM
i, ~HCEAORSNETRXRIEL, HTHS
MEDOBRENETHEOERLZRBLTWENILTD
B, MADTHN, &%, HEEANTHIZ L%
ERTHI O, BAOKKRAFERLSI L, BHES
TohschORRELhELDPHN—EH AT
ApBARHLCTERL Chinithidiabiowvwo b
it b,

38) :RiEy, 97H.

39) @, 98H.

40) R®, 98H.

41) ibid., p. 96. %, 99-100H.

42) R&, 95-96H.

43) Thomas, W. 1, 1928: p, 572.

44) 7=, TH&W], 47RH.

45) ibid., p. 132. IRW, 146E.

46) M@, 1976: Tov &Y » 7 HEEMAI EEKE
AR, 6| 199-201H.

47) @ .L%®, 169-172H.

48) Goffman, E., 1959: The Presentation of Self in
Everyday Life, New York: Doubleday Anchor,
pp. 253-4. (AMEBR FHALEEI BREBHA,
299-300E.)

49) 7 =v, TH&W), 95H.

50) W, 6H. hERr I TRMERT,AILDTE
OEEE “HEMNK” (effectively) B I h T3
ckickd, Fhex, TOFHIbEOTRCE
BHxboTw 3,

51) IR®B, 124H.

52) g7 =vickhil, TREEROESE, RYLH
%0A7¢7735&o»mﬁmb5m#®—ﬁm
YR ESEHFERYRET S (RE, 124H).

53) @, 160H.

54) RW, 146-61H.

55) Nadel, S.F., 1957.

56) vvHY y 7BEFARCSWTRbRATWIEEA
DX thit, R, BAKEL VoM@, TV
VIR, BRI, HEMTREEhBEVS T
ERILD,

57) &y RBOMFTO BRI, Tet] & Tes] L
DHEXYHHTIBRBTH S, LEWHAF R, H
Bowmist g, H|IZOBGANSR, XEHHENS
3., Fhbit, #2227 20RMLERLTH D
DERTHD THR] &, “AFLDOTY Ty
FChoT, BADEKREYKREI B X 5K [#
Ml o2oofiifiicdtbhbd, WHRX, <Fvr
Tthh, ELA—0boR, XRicko THARRG
sl b Bl oteh T BT, EAUNDD (B
xk#—, 1972, 159-161H),



58)
59)

TEesl) BADOFEHR 21

R £09 PRI o 4 5
biil i # il
L) Wy A& W o M
B & | e TR 5]
3CAE | A, | R, e
(wrsk, 1972, 161¥)

ek, AT, WMoy — A,
LV oD L DL EDTH L BTN D B, *
h@x, CORFKOUN BT L LR &R
o,

7=y, Fii&wd, 13271,
EEH BT OWCORERM T F A L EAERNY =
FrrEEASEACH Dz L2 ST B,
MEDOHBY ~ARHL VDIV A LT T 2R
S TEEYAT & 77w — T 5 (GEBIFI,
1973 [THRRBJ L4t k%]), FE, (RREOH4S
BREFH) 72 7RAPRR, 191-192H8R), *
DIERWEE, kD28 TH3, (1) BAOHS

LTV ETLMEENE, FhiedBds4Evrs
LEMET B, (2) Rikiv AT 20K, i 2
Boiw, AR, SGFERELRIAL, MEL,
B-AWT B EXLBETHD (FB, 1974, 63F
&i1R),

B AT AMOUENB 472240 %
RHALADOLLC, ROITMMBEL L,

IEBYFIW], 1974 @ (i T0L, WxiE, #He
SEME 8 TRV IS WA ¥ MRS

JEBIFIDY, 1979: 94 7 A2 A S LS4
ZAZAAGH DRI, FHHE»EE, T4 72
FANEN—IH - Bk - BH—) K1 v=ev
#

B BE 19085 THfRAADHLTTE S 4
TARXAND RM—LEFo 2T AmoRE—),
Flaf) 5548, 5m% 730 2

A& HE, 1986: BIfR#&EL5 14 7 2 2 4
Ny, TRV, P24VF 4 7« 545
BARexmb—) mi g



