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The Mechanism of Social Control by Education (1)
——on the ‘Sociology of Curriculum’——

& B B
Katsumi Akao

The traditional curriculum studies have treated school curriculum as given, and have
discussed the discipline-centered view or the child-centered view of school curriculum. This
approach has weak points in analizing curriculum in the social context, especially about
curriculm arrangment by the national power or by the class structure in the society.

In this paper, 1 try to describe the mechanism of social control by school curriculum
according to the theories of B. Bernstein, M.F.D. Young, and M. Apple in the ‘new sociol-
ogy of education’. This approach treats school curriculum as ‘social process’ in the power
relations in the nation, in the international political-economic relation, and in the industrial
mode of production. Therefore, school curriculum is not neutral in the content from the
political point of view, and has a specific form in screening pupils in the context of industrial-
capitalistic society.

When we analize both content and form of the curriculum from such a viewpoint, we can
see new thoughts about the way how school curricum controls the pupils to the given social
institution, and the possibility of changing given social relations between nation and people,

the educator and the educated, by curriculum reformation,
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Figure 1. A Schema for the Analysis of Educationt"
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