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Beyond the crisis of the labor-valued society

H & B F
Natsuko Tanaka

Recently it has been stated by some theorists that the labor-social movements as well as
labor itself are no longer key determinations of social and political struggle. It could be
partly true. But shouldn’t we fail to notice the new possibility for labor as non-capitalist
form of producting ?

The interest in the cooperative working activities has been significantly increased, espe-
cially as the strategy of the new social movements, which are propelled by the aged,
women and the people with disability. So far most of their actions have been dissents
against the highly industrialized/militalised world, where the various conflicts and exclusions
are aroused. Today, however, not only the dissents, but creations as alternatives have been
groped for.

In this paper I'd like to refer to one of such alternatives, focusing the creation for work
oppotunities and self-management, which is now promoted by women on the cooperatives.
One might say that it is a certain form of part-time job, or that it could be integrated
into the present capitalism. But let me argue here that basic mode of these workers’ co-op
is a refusal to entrust capitalism with one’s life and work, and an emphasis on the re-con-

ceptualization of labor.
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