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A EHE o FH M
On the Research of the ‘“Areal Religion”

2} = o &
Hiroya Yoshitani

The fomer case studies of the Japanese religion have two methodological tides. According
to provisional terms in this paper, one is the theory of the *folk belief”, which became
prosperous during the 1960-70’s, the other is the theory of the *folk religion”, which arose
in the middle of the 1970’s. In each tide, there is the proper theoretical imposition on the
research of the *“areal religion”, which means in this paper the areal form of the Japanese
religion. Therefore this paper pursues the post-imposed research program of the * areal
religion ”, in terms of the following three procedures. First, it can be revealed that the
above each tide has the inherent restrictions based on the own epoch. Second, the con-
ceptual framework of the theory of the “folk religion” receives the critical examination.
Third, the * areal religion” is shown to be the undivided unit of the pragmatic and trans-

cendental phase.
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