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The educational idea of Yosano Akiko

it 5 ¥
Hideko Tsuji

A famous poet Yosano Akiko (1878-1942) was also an excellent critic. Not only did she
contribute many articles and essays on education to journals, but also taught Japanese clas-
sical literature at Bunka-Gakuin in Tokyo. Through these activities, her humanistic idea of
education was gradually created and elaborated. Her idea consists of two elements “love” and
“creativity”. Although she was educated under Tenno (Emperor) regime, her idea contradicts
it in some ways. While pre-war education in Japan was producing uniform people, she
established her educational idea which valued individuality and humanity. When we look at
the present situation of education in Japan by which the humanistic aspects and the indivi-
duality are being spoiled, it seems that the content and the method of her idea of education

are worth studving.
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