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RS P—%—20# ) =5 L/HITONT

On R.S. Peters’ theory of the curriculum

® [ il
Toshinori Azuma

The curriculum is an important and controversial topic in educational discussion. This
paper presents the broad framework of the curriculum and discusses R.S. Peters’ theory of
the curriculum in order to show the necessily of learning the curriculum content.

Peters is one of the most influential philosopher in Britain today. He considers the ques-
tion of the content of the curriculum in terms of principle derived from a fundamental
ethical position and from an analysis of kinds of human activities that seeks to establish
arguement, his trancendental arguement,

The article is divided into two sections. In the first section, [ concern myself with the
spreading process of the present curriculum, including the child-centred view of the curric-
ulum and the traditional dicipline-centred view of the curriculum. In the second section, I
discuss Peters’ theory of the curriculum which intends to show that a commitment to a
sort of theoretical activities—or at least to these theoretical activities like natural science,
history and philosophy concerned with the nature of the world and man’s place in it—is

presupposed to a serious asking of the question, * Why do this rather than that ?°.
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