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Festivals ‘ Reconstructing History”’

BT W &

Toru Anami

In this paper I discuss one type of Japanese civil festival, the festival * reconstructing
history 7. This festival generally consists of a procession of famous historical heroes with

costumes and articles from their own eras.

In this paper | demonstrate three examples of this festival : Jidei Matsuri in Kyoto, Kyodo-
eiketsu gyoretsu in Nagoyva, and Kosyugundan syutsujin in Kofu. These are new festivals
managed by city offices, Therefore, they look secular pageants rather than religious rituals.
The most important characteristic of this type of festival is the representation of history

”»

through a procession of “predecessors”.

This imply that our existences are ruled by

causality between predecessors and us as well as by our own ancestors, On that point his-
tory has a kind of “sacredness” even though the festivals appear to be secular pageants.
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