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[z2 72V Foo—tHEHRER]

Ethnomethodology and ¢ Intersubjectivism’

4 t®H & oz
Imaeda Noriyuki

Ethnomethodology has often been labeled *subjectivism’. But I guess this labeling discribes
only one side of ethnomethodology. Though I am neither an ethnomethodologist nor sym-
pathetic to ethnomethodology, as a student to be interested in social theory I try to consider
this estimation of ethnomethodology.

There has been a few arguments about whether the epistemology of ethnomethodlogy is
*subjectivism’ or ‘intersubjectivism’. In this paper [ am indebted to Anthony Giddens who
proposes an interesting view on these arguments and | question the justice of identifying
ethnomethodology with *subjectivism’.

In the first place, ethnomethodology is roughly characterized. Secondly, ‘objectivism’,
*subjectivism’ and ‘intersubjectivism’ are defined distinctively. Lastly, the ‘intersubjec-
tivistic’ phases of ethnomethodology are indicated by explicating that the concept of ‘index-

icality ’ is similar to the notion of the ‘hermeneutic circle’.
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