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Application of the Theory of Cognitive Development
to Educational Evaluation; SOLO Taxonomy

=} H 153 +
Shigeko Twata

For the optimization of the instructional processes carried out in educational settings,
the appropriate methods are indispensable in order to analyze the student’s learning out-
come and their learning processes. SOLO Taxonomy is an instrument for qualitative
and criterion-referenced evaluation assessing learning outcome. It provides an effective
feedback-information for both teacher and student. It is designed based on the conceptual
framework of Piagetian developmental theory, and classifies student’s responses in terms
of their structural complexity. After introducing the outline of the taxonomy, the author
disscussed it’s relationship with cognitive development and also the comparison with alter-
native taxonomic models proposed by several other researchers.
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