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RERE E £ OEBERCOWT

About Olfactory Expressions and their Generating Process

a M 2] T
Setsuko Ishikawa

We have relatively a few words for expressing olfactory sensations and/or impressions
directly. So we use, in those cases, some rhetorical expressions. An experiment was per-
"formed in order to make clear their generating prosesses.

In the experiment two subjects were paired; one the speaker, the other the hearer. First,
the speaker was presented a paper strip slightly dipped with a perfume, and then was asked
to tell the hearer the sensations and/or impressions. When the speaker stopped with dif-
ficulty, the experimented helped him by suggesting some new aspect or aspects. Next, the
experimenter gave three different kinds of perfume strips to the hearer and asked him to
choose one alternative which he felt corresponding to the one at issue. All through the
experiment both the speaker and the hearer were instructed to say whatever images which
came up to their minds.

The following results were obtained:
1) Speaker’s expressions with color words (ex. “green”) were derived from adjectives which
relates direct sensations (ex. “refreshing”, “sawayaka” in Japanese).
2) Hearer’s identifications were also derived through sensory adjectives.
It might be tentatively said that olfactory expressions were hierarchically organized. Most
subjects worked in just it's lower level, but very few did through all levels. it must be
necessary, in future, to develop higher levels of description skills, which my enlarge and

enrich our olfactory space.
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