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The Male/Female Dual Symbolic Classification among the Ashanti:
The Cultural Anthropological Analysis of
“Kalabule” Economic Exchange

[

(7 N 23 8
Shozo Akutsu

In this paper | attempt to analyse Ashanti rituals of exchange and social behaviour from
the viewpoint of male/female dual symbolic classification.

The period between 1972 and 1981 in Ghana may be described as a paralysis of political life
and “kalabule” economic system (Hausa expression “kere kabure”) after the rapid alternation

of civil-military-civil-military governments.

“Kalabule” means quite simply a lot of money

chasing few goods. In the midst of the scarcities that resulted from political and economic
crises, the principles of specialisation and division of labour were employed and *“kalabule”
operations got stabilized in various spheres or markets.

The most cultural anthropological fact of male/female complementarity is that the reci-
procal gift-exchanges express a structural opposition between a man’s clan (abusua) and a
wife’s clan (abusua), such as the Melanesian “kula” or American Indian *“potlatch”.

The materials of this article were collected during the cultural anthropological research
in Ghana. | was engaged in the preliminary research for four months, namely from De-
cember 1981 to April 1982. During my fieldwork, just then, on December 31, 1981, Rawlings
coup took place to transform the socio-economic structure (*kalabule”) of the Ghanaian

society.
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GHANA NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF TEACHERS
(AKROPONG DISTRICT BRANCH)

c/o P. O, Box 27
Akropong-Akwapim,

30th March, 1982,
Dear Colleagues,

OBITUARY
RE: MISS SOPHIA OBENG-BEKOE (1027/69)

I regret to inform you of the sudden death of Miss Sophia
Obeng«Bekoe, a Home Science Teacher-in-charge of the Larteh
Methodist Middle School, She was 33 years old.

Wake-keeping takes place on FRIDAY, 2ND APRIL, 1982, from
7.30 Pelle

She will be buried on SATURDAY 3RD APRIL, 1982, after a
burial service at the LARTEH METHODIST CHURCH at 10,00 a.me

2e All of us are expected to cawe to Larteh to mourn the death
of our departed colleague,

3, We shall have to donate to the family and so get prepared

for that. .
e
(E.N. )
DISTRICT CHAIRMAN.
DISTRIBUTION:

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR
GHANA EDUCATION SERVICE
AKROPONG.

ALL SEC, CYCLE INSTITUTIONS.
ALL FIRST CYCLE INSTITUTIONS.



