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“Function”

MRS & LT oI#ae]
—EBEETEHELGHEER O LD iz—
as a Concept of Relation

For the Reconstruction of Functionalism

RE 38} % £
Toshio Kumada

Functionalism has been argued in terms of some of its aspects, i. e.
This monograph focuses on traits of the concept of “function”, because they have

late, etc.

its logic, its postu-

something to do with most of the arguments about the validity of functionalism. This
present paper surveys the history of the concept and shows the relation between “function”
and “functional requisite”, which became indispensable for the functionalists’ logic with the
emergence of structural-functional analysis. Then it argues that many problems of funct-
ionalism come from the concept of the functional requisite which became substance, If we
consider the concept of function as a concept of relation, the typical variation of which is
mathematical function, we can use the [unctionalists’ logic without difficulty. So we will
rewrite the functionalists’ logic with substantial concept into that with relational concept.
This will not destroy the basic idea of functionalism, which intends to show the relation
between the system as a whole and its parts. And this will supply a theoretical basis to

functionalists who want to build models, especially mathematical meodels, of society.
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