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A study of Kanji production process

S
Masako Itoh

By taking percentage of errors, error responses and reaction times as indices, three
experiments were performed concerning Kanji-production.

In experiment I, Ss were presented with written symbols of "On” readings {phonetics), in
no-context or context (words, sentences or a text) condition. The “On” readings were
printed with kata-kana. And Ss had to write the corresponding Kanji. In experiment II,
Ss were presented with verbs which are composed of “Kun” readings and “okuri-gana”.
In addition to them, one of the following six cues were presented; 1) an “On” reading 2) a
pattern which is the first part of Kanji 3) a pattern which is the last one 1) a word in
which “On” readings of the to-be-written Kanji were used 5) an object word which is
usually used together with the verb. Ss’ task was to write the corresponding Kanji. In an
additional experiment, a problem being raised in experiment Il was investigated.

Main results in the three experiments were as follows.

(1) Context was important to write Kanji.

(2) The constructive components of Kanji were also effective to recall the whole patterns
of Kanji.

(3) Some Ss couldn’t write Kanji even he knew what was to be written in a verb + an
object word condition.

(4) Ss didn’t read the given symbols with correct accent until she or he understood what
to write.

(5) Error responses are classified into three groups semantically, phonetically and graph-
ically.

According to the results in present experiments, Kanji writing process seems Lo be com-
posed of following three stages, 1) Written symbols are read and understood, which deter-
mines what is to be written. 2) And one tries to recall phonetic, graphic and kinetic
information to actually write Kanji. 3) Finally one confirms whether the written Kanji
really matches to what is to be written.
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