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Retrieval from Text Memory

VN EIN B
Fumitaka Matsumoto
3t ® % Gl
Yuji Itoh
N = S
Takaaki Koyazu

Two texts were prepared. Thirty-six subjects were asked for reading one of the
texts. After three weeks, they were given five or six queries about the text to answer.
And then, three kinds of retrieval cue words were given one by one by the experimenter
even when they answered to one of those queries correctly or not. They were instructed
to talk all what occurred in their minds during the task. The experimenter recorded them
in protocols.

The results of their analysis were as follows.

(1) Subjects had the tendency to change the current retrieval strategy judging from
efficiency. If they did not hit upon the correct answer, then they tried intentionally to do
direct search in their memory storages. If they still did not get it, then they generated one
or more retrieval cues which seemed to be efficient for accessing to the correct target.

(2) The way to generate those cues were first by automatic association and second by
use of one of general heuristic rules which were called sometimes meta-memory.

(3) Retrieval cue words given by the experimenter worked, if and only il they followed
appropriate frameworks or memory-schemata for text search.

In the discussion, a possible mechanism of memory retrieval was proposed.
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