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On the Realities of “Private Schools” at the Early Meiji Period

——1In Relation to the Education of Girls in Tokyo——

®OR W F

Keiko Fujiwara

It is said that the modern school system in Japan was started by the impact of the 1872
educational decree which modelled after European school systems. This is also very im-
portant on the history of women’s education because the decree declared in the preface that
men and women must attend school.

Schools in Japan before 1872 were mainly consisted of the Shoheiké, fief schools and
private schools. But most of these schools were opend only for men. Usually women of
all classes were chiefly educated at home. From the late Tokugawa Period, however, with
the development of commerce, Terakoya schools—a kind of private schools—increased to a
great extent and we can find that many girls learned the three R’s there. Especially, in
the gerat cities, the number of girls attending Terakoya schools was very little below that
of boys. There is a profound sense, therefore, in which the necessity of schooling of girls
came to be recognized. It would be fair to say that these schools, if not of a school
“system ” itself, perhaps laid the groundwork for a modern education in terms of both
quality and quantity.

Using the material of “Kaigaku Meisaisho”, this paper aims to analyze the realities of
girls’ education in Terakoya schools and the other private schools in Tokyo before enacting

a new “School System”.
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