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Jap Camp—Translation and Annotation of
Selected Interviews with Citizens of Owens Valley
— PartlV —

Toshiho IKEDA

During WWII, some 110,000 Japanese-Americans, two-thirds of whom were
American citizens, were interned in ten ‘Relocation Camps. First settled and the
most famous, Manzanar camp was constructed in Owens Valley, California. So far,
quite a few interviews with Japanese-American internees have been held. It seems,
however, to be rather difficult to find the documentation of interviews with the
‘ordinary’ Caucasians who lived in Owens Valley during the period.

California State University Fullerton Oral History Program, officially inaugurated
in 1967, keeps the tapes and its documentation of nearly 2,000 interviews. As to
Japanese evacuation and relocation, Arthur A. Hansen and his staff began to con-
centrate on it in 1973. Their efforts inevitably included the interviews with
Caucasians living in Lone Pine and Independence, both situated in Owens Valley
and only several miles from Manzanar camp.

The text used for translation is Camp and Community: Manzanar and the Owens
Valley, 1978, CSUF. The title of the book was originally Jap Camp and was
changed into the title above through the contest and charges from Japanese-
American militants. A long interview with Robert L. Brown, one of the high-
ranking officials of Manzanar Project will be introduced in this article. Readers
might be recommended another book, Roger Axford, Too Long Silent: Japanese-
Americans Speak Out, 1986, which contains interviews with Japanese-American in-

ternees.
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Statement of Rep. Barbara Lee on the floor of the House of Representatives
Sept. 14, 2001.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today with a heavy heart, one that is filled with sorrow for the families and
loved ones who were killed and injured in New York, Virginia, and Pennsylvania. Only the most fool-
ish or the most callous would not understand the grief that has gripped the American people and
millions across the world. This unspeakable attack on the United States has forced me to rely on my
moral compass, my conscience, and my God for direction.

September 11 changed the world. Our deepest fears now haunt us. Yet I am convinced that military
action will not prevent further acts of international terrorism against the United States. I know that
this use-of-force resolution will pass although we all know that the President can wage a war even
without this resolution. However difficult this vote may be, some of us must urge the use of re-

straint.
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There must be some of us who say, let’s step back for a moment and think through the implications
of our actions today—let us more fully understand its consequences. We are not dealing with a con-
ventional war. We cannot respond in a conventional manner. I do not want to see this spiral out of
control. This crisis involves issues of national security, foreign policy, public safety, intelligence gath-
ering, economics, and murder. Our response must be equally multi-faceted. We must not rush to judg-
ment. Far too many innocent people have already died. Our country is in mourning. If we rush to
launch a counter-attack, we run too great a risk that women, children, and other non-combatants will
be caught in the crossfire. Nor can we let our justified anger over these outrageous acts by vicious
murderers inflame prejudice against all Arab Americans, Muslims, Southeast Asians, or any other
people because of their race, religion, or ethnicity.

Finally, we must be careful not to embark on an open-ended war with neither an exit strategy nor
a focused target. We cannot repeat past mistakes. In 1964, Congress gave President Lyndon Johnson
the power to “take all necessary measures” to repel attacks and prevent further aggression. In so
doing, this House abandoned its own constitutional responsibilities and launched our country into
years of undeclared war in Vietnam.

At that time, Senator Wayne Morse, one of two lonely votes against the Tonkin Gulf Resolution, de-
clared, “I believe that history will record that we have made a grave mistake in subverting and cir-
cumventing the Constitution of the United States....... I believe that within the next century, future
generations will look with dismay and great disappointment upon a Congress which is now about to
make such a historic mistake.”

Senator Morse was correct, and 1 fear we make the same mistake today. And I fear the conse-
quences. | have agonized over this vote. But I came to grips with it in the very painful yvet beautiful
memorial service today at the National Cathedral. As a member of the clergy so eloquently said, “As
we act, let us not become the evil that we deplore.”
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Now Portland Comes In for Questioning

Probe: Oregon city and its police chief catch flak for refusing to interview foreigners on a U.S. list.
By LYNN MARSHALL and TOM GORMAN, Times Staff Writers
PORTLAND, Ore. — Even after a 32-year career with the Los Angeles Police Department and two
years here, Police Chief Mark Kroeker says he has never experienced the pummeling he is taking
these days.

Law enforcement officers in the rest of the nation are questioning foreigners about their possible
knowledge of terrorist activities. But Kroeker, worried about civil rights violations, has said his offi-
cers will not join in this task. His is the only police agency in the country to refuse to cooperate for
such reasons, according to a spokesman for the U.S. Justice Department.

Because of that decision, based on advice from Portland’s city attorney, Kroeker is winning plaudits
from civil libertarians. But he is catching flak from all over the country.

By Thursday, City Hall computers contained more than 1,000 e-mails. Half came from outside
Oregon and were, one staffer said, universally critical of the city’s position. From within Oregon, 60%
of the electronic mail chastises the city for refusing to aid the investigation.

“I am appalled and embarrassed to be an Oregonian,” wrote one local man. “You . . . have completely
lost perspective and what appears to be any remnant of common sense.”

And another: “We are disgusted and saddened. . . . We consider the city of Portland and the state
of Oregon to be a haven for terrorists. We will discontinue traveling there as a company.”

The director of the Citizens Crime Commission said he worries that the city attorney’s ruling
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besmirches the city.

“Now it’s a national story: Portland isn't cooperating,” said Ray Mathis. “It makes the city look bad.”

Criticism also is coming from within the ranks of the Police Bureau. “We're embarrassed by the
city’s decision,” said Leo Painton, an officer with the Portland Police Assn. “We're in a state of war,
and we want to go out and do our part, to help solve the 4,000 murders they're investigating.”

Chief Kroeker is reeling from the broadsides.

“I'm surprised by the reaction . .. and, to some extent, I feel I've been vilified,” he said Thursday.
“I've never experienced anything like this.”

“I must say, it has been discouraging to hear the level of uninformed criticism and the lack of
knowledge of all the work that we have done and are continuing to do to investigate terrorism,” he
said.

The uproar stems from a request earlier this month by U.S. Atty. Gen. John Ashcroft that law en-
forcement agencies help an overwhelmed FBI to interview about 5000 men of Middle Eastern de-
scent who have entered the country in the last two years. The men can decline to be interviewed.

The Justice Department identified 23 residents for questioning in Portland, a city of 503,000. The
Oregon state attorney general and the local district attorney said they had no problem with
Ashcroft’'s request.

Corvallis, south of Portland, also is not going to interview 30 Middle Eastern men identified by the
Justice Department. Police Chief Pam Roskowski said she had no legal objections to the questioning,
but that her college town of 50,000 would be better served if police focused on active criminal inves-
tigations.

Portland City Atty. Jeffrey Rogers had issued an opinion that, based on his reading of Oregon law,
some of the questions were illegally intrusive if asked of people who were not criminal suspects.

Some questions deal with the subject’s sources of income, education and foreign travel; others focus
more specifically on the person’s knowledge of terrorism and weapons.

Kroeker said he has no objection to questioning foreign men, with their consent, “as a fact-gathering
mechanism, a search for clues. This is a perfectly legitimate investigative technique.”

But because a few of the questions “abut the law,” Kroeker said his officers won't ask any of them.
The FBI said other agencies will interview the Portland men.

Portland Mayor Vera Katz stands firmly behind the city attorney and police chief. “I support the
president,” she said Thursday, “but for the citizens of this city to say that this [refusal] is a treason-
able act—that it's OK to break the law—raises tremendous concerns.”

The city’s decision is “a courageous call—and the right call,” said David Fidanque, executive director
of the ACLU of Oregon. “It's good to know there is a police agency in Oregon that is serious about
not only investigating terrorist activity, but also is serious about protecting the rights of innocent
people who may be swept up in this very broad investigation.”

Reaction on the street was decidedly mixed Thursday.

“My father is from Saudi Arabia and all my family is living in New York,” said hairdresser Karina
El Hindi, 27. “I want these [terrorists] caught, but I don’t think a sweep of people who look like me
or my dad will have any effect.”

“Portland’s refusal to participate,” she added, “says that all people are welcomed and treated fairly
here.”

John Peters, a 23-year-old graduate student, agreed. “I want to be safe from terrorists,” he said while
strolling through downtown’s Pioneer Place shopping center, “but if we start questioning people
based on race or national origin, where does it stop, and what’s left of the system once this is all
over?”

Others figured that now is when laws can be bent. “The questions are probably offensive, but if
they save even one life or send a signal that America is more vigilant now, I think that’s much more
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important than a legal technicality,” said Judy Rader, 38, an executive assistant at a downtown busi-
ness.

Kroeker left the LAPD as its deputy chief in 1997. Popular among the rank-and-file, he placed sec-
ond to Bernard C. Parks for the chief’s job. Under Parks, he had complained to colleagues that he felt
ostracized.

In Portland, Kroeker bristles at the notion that his department is not carrying its weight in the fight
against terrorism. “This isn't crazy Portland politics,” he said. “We're just trying to do the right
thing.”

Charlie Mathews, FBI special agent in charge in Portland, said that despite the differing legal opin-
ions, Kroeker’s officers are actively involved on his 35-member anti-terrorism task force. “They’re our
best partners,” Mathews said.

“l appreciate the difficult situation he’s in,” Mathews said. “His attorney has given him advice and
he’s following it, which is what a professional does.”

For all the civic debate over Kroeker's position, computer programmer Phil Jarvis, 33, said he can
predict the ultimate outcome: “This will all blow over in six months. Portland already has a liberal
reputation and, at the most, this will just become part of that.”
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