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Stereoselective Reduction of 8,0-Diketo Esters Derived From
Tartalic Acid. A Facile Route to Optically Active
6-0x0-3,5-syn—isopropylidenedioky hexanoate,

A Versatile Synthetic Intermediate
of Artificial HMG Co-A
Reductase Inhibitors

Tatsuya MiNaMm1**, Kyoko TAkaHASHI and Tamejiro Hivama™***
y
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Reduction of B,0-diketo esters derived from tartaric acid with HAI (-~Bu), gave
stereoselectively [B-hydroxy-d-keto esters which were reducted with NaBH, and
Et,BOMe to B,0-syn—-dihydroxy esters. This strategy was successfully applied to the
synthesis of ~butyl (3R, 5S)-6-0x0-3, 5-isopropylidenedioxyhexanoate from D-tartarate.
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