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Approach to Pharmaceutical Information Service

Noriko FUukusHIMA, Yoko WATANABE

There has been much discussion on the issue of clinical pharmacy and the separation of
the dispensary from medical practice. In view of this current trend, emphasis has been
placed on the importance of the pharmacists’ role in hospitals and other medical institutions,
and accordingly we are keenly expected to be specialists more than ever, The recent rapid
technological advances, however, have been making it almost impossible to learn all the in-
creasing number of new medicines and related necessary information. Since we are responsi-
ble for educating and training future pharmacists, it is critical to offer students the oppor-
tunity of keeping abreast of up-to-date pharmaceutical information.

With the cooporation of our college graduates and some pharmaceutical companies, we
have recently been supplied with a variety of sample medicines and accompanying instruc-
tions, and also some medical brochures, which has given a promising start to our information
service. They provide visual information concerning different forms of medicines and pack-
ages, which will hopefully raise students’ interests and simplify dispensary practice for them
in the future.

This paper also reports our attempt to build a data base system to deal with analgesics
in test cases. It is only an experimental model and needs further trial and improvement. A
good service is possible by collecting individual pieces of information. As the need for
work in this area is urgent to deal with the flood of latest information, we are definitely

seeking to continue further study.
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