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The Trend of Library and Information Science Research in Japan:
A Content Analysis of Research Articles

N B B E JoHE K F B B —

Marie SUGIUCHI Emiko HABU Shuichi UEDA

a2 M W r = WM A NIRRT

Keiko KURATA Yosuke MIYATA Masanori KOIZUMI
Résume

Purpose: This paper seeks to clarify the research trend of library and information science (LIS) in Japan from
1970 to 2009.

Methods: Of all the articles published from 1970 to 2009 in Library and Information Science and Journal of
Japan Society of Library and Information Science, 826 research articles were examined. For each article, (1)
authors, (2) topics, (3) research methods, and (4) the use of theories were analyzed. For (1), the number of
authors of each article and the first author’s affiliation and occupation were examined. Topics were classified
into 14 LIS topics and these topics were further classified into “library science” and “information science”. Em-
pirical research methods were further divided into “data collection method” and “data analysis method”. The

number of research articles and the transition of the number of pages were also investigated.
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Results: Our findings indicate that in the LIS field over the last 40 years in Japan, (1) the number of authors

whose affiliation is “university” has increased, (2) the number of “information science” articles has gradually

decreased, and the majority of articles are now about “library science”, and (3) the proportion of empirical

research methods has increased. There were no major changes or distinctive trends in the topics discussed by

articles. Due to the adoption of a strict peer-review system in both journals, the number of research articles

decreased from the 1990s to 2000s; however, the number of articles has increased in recent years due to the in-

crease in the number of graduate students and the enhancement of research grants in the LIS field.
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1985-1989 108  80% 4 31% 7  55% 2 16% 6  47% | 127 1000%
1990-1994 82  872% 3 32% 7 74% 1 11% 1 11% | 94 1000%
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2000-2004 31 484% 20 313% 10 156% 3 47% 64 100.0%
2005-2009 43 457% 36 383% 13 138% 2 21% 94 100.0%
B 371 449% 173 209% 206 249% 76 92% | 826  100.0%

A BRAE] 3F920% THY, To=FHTKEE
RSB IELNTE 2 (55K, 1970 F£1%
75 1980 FERATEE TR, THA] & TRER
B Pk 4 R E D Tnins, Rl
D 1980 FEfichsiie C v, RIEFHEE] Tk
HSCEDSIRUD LERY, £ hictlib - T T3« b
TR B XSIREEITHEIN L TE TV 5, Fri
2000 0 5 1F [AE « e | 1T X 2Em N2
ICHEZ, 2000 £ 5 2004 FEIT3 31.3% (205,
2005 FEH> © 2009 £F 1213 383% (36 7) &, 4k
D3EPEEED L LI - TV,

F—FEHOREEBEO TR%] oduciy, K%
HE, ¥AELRA TRICREREEESS TN
TWa, [R¥] L& > TELDIE, KF
HEOFEEHXBITESE 5o b 554 LA
K BN R ECHEL TV B,

H R O [ Z B I HT 5 5 O K-S E O i U EE

PEAFE L 2o =R 513, 1990 £ 5 2003 D 14
TR, WRETH B honBEHEICENT,
XI5 i 1 R 7 0 B O RSP BB OB S EE T 13
K, £1, BHREEOH 3MELOMELZOHS G
ZWIEEHOAILTVWE R, BB, JIT
(&, PR E R A XL T hin v, K
BRI REBESTILTH 5, KEMERFICE Y
BRFEBEEDRIIC>WTIE, IVETHL 5,

3. B EHER L OEE, —@m U7t o

HEEE
B LIEOB LA 6 KIiTR L, —mmX4i

D OV EHEHOWER A5 3 KITR L, &R
AL, MERYN8EHEHED TS, Li
L7528 5 1980 HEARHTR & 2005 LB ICEI L T o
A, HEOEIEH 328% & 255%, FHIEEHIS
16 £ 162 &30, FigoMEEERTE 8-

— 138 —



Library and Information Science No. 66 2011
ek HFLILHE
HiE 2 &t
R % R % R %
19701974 104 94.5% 6 55% 110 100.0%
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ok FHE My
RV FHARAL ok +—EZ HH (i Egs) aal
BRI R e v mmC % BB % BE % BB % BB % i
1970-1974 18 168% 2 19% 16 150% 12 112% 14 127% 13 121% 75
1975-1979 14 115% 4 33% 36 295% 10 82% 17 137% 5 41% 86
1980-1984 17 132% 5 39% 22 171% 11  85% 9 69% 2 16% 66
1985-1989 8 65% 2 16% 24 194% 3 24% 26 20.5% 2 16% 65
19901994 11 11.8% 5 54% 16 17.2% 5 54% 12 12.8% 5 54% 54
1995-1999 11 134% 3 37% 22 268% 5 61% 10 122% 3 37% 54
2000-2004 6  95% 2 32% 22 349% 4 63% 8 125% 3 48% 45
2005-2009 7 76% 4 43% 30 326% 9 98% 7 74% 3 33% 60
BN 92 113% 27 33% 188 232% 59 73% 103 125% 36  44% 505
CREERE ) B Mgk el HCI Fhe B0 AF 4T ERRE Ty &F
: REC % RE % RE % BEO% RE % BRE % BE % BRR % R
1970-1974 14 131% 0 00% 0 00% 2 19% 8 75% 6 56% 0 00% 2 19% 32
1975-1979 4 33% 1 08% 0 00% 3 25% 14 115% 5 41% 3 24% 6 49% 33
1980-1984 6 47% 1 08% 3 23% 9 70% 20 155% 13 101% 6 46% 5 39% 57
19851989 6 4.8% 1 08% 1 08% 7 56% 23 185% 13 105% 4 31% 4 32% 55
19901994 10 10.8% 1 11% 1 1.1% 3 32% 7 75% 5 54% 8 85% 4 43% 31
1995-1999 11 134% 0 00% 1 1.2% 3 37% 2.4% 4 49% 3 37% 4 49% 25
2000-2004 7 111% 0 00% 0 00% 2 32% 1.6% 4 63% 3 47% 1 16% 15
2005-2009 6 65% 0 00% 0 00% 1 11% 8 87% 11 120% 5 53% 1 11% 27
XN 64 79% 4 05% 6 07% 30 37% 8 102% 61 75% 32 39% 27 33% 275
4 FRECR
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Fa EEr TXEmEY] B

— 141 —



i X 5 K 7o A AR O FEEEEITTE O B o)

1970-1974

TR 9 B2 2747 |,
o 14 5 8 6 L8
(0=32) 12. 7% : 7.3% 5. 5%
1975-1979 4 3 14 3 5 6
(n=36) 3.2% [7)2. 4% 11. 3% 2.4% | 4.0% 4.8%
1980-1984 6 K 9 20 6 13 5
(n=63) 4. 6% 2. 3% 6. 9% 15. 3% 4.6% 9. 9% 3.8%
1985-1989 6 L i 23 4 13 4
(n=59) 4.7% 5. 5% 18. 1% 3.1% 10. 2% 3.1%
1990-1994 10 il o3 o 8 5 4
(n=39) 10. 6% 3.2% 7. 4% 8. 5% 4.3% | 4.3%
1995-1999 11 A3 1.]3 4 4
(n=28) 13. 4% 3.7% 3. 7% ([ 4.9% | 4.9%
2000-2004 7 o 1] 3 4,
(n=18) 10. 9% 4.7%| 6.3%
2005-2009 6 i 8 5 11 L
(n=32) 6. 4% 8. 5% 5. 3% 11. 7%
FEEFRY A AITE e

F5X F T B

KIEAE RO O i, [KEES] #
T, [HEEY — 2] AL, NMEHRMAHL
DD E WS A D B3, THESE ] Bl L T
—ELTWb, [MERT] HTlE, IFihiz1a=
=g v R AR L o, K
DRI X 2T B B HS—TE OMIE]E5EA I
N,

D. HiRAE

1. WFFCHRER

DFEHEIE 13, K& L TR, 7— % OINES
FroBEDd 5 [FHALKIIZE ], (464, 56.2%)
Lo [BEEHE ] (27775, 335%) TK
FrR LD L (10K 1970 FRHPE I, [HE&
WFZE) A [ERERIBITE | % kIl > T 7zas, 1980
FERD S TFHAEWFIL ] Db E -k EF X
%o 1990 FERITHAD I B b o0, [TEIFEMTFTE ]
DEEGEFZOHBEIML TV 5, £/, 1990 &
iz, —HEr TEIFRD « SRERNTTZE) iz
7208, FOBREILICLESTVWE, [V 2F LS
V7 by 7o RGN, X v e =], T2

ofi] TV d 2% mitk LIEF IO VEISGT
H 5,

2. NGk

[HEFEHENS | A% [SEAERIRFSE ] Td % 464 /%
WRELT, 7=y WNEHEE T — 5 k%
L oo [SEEEMIFTE]) &, HB1RRL K
HIT, REL, F—2IEE 7 — 5 ool
—oOTHb [~ &, F—sEEF— 5%
o o 0mfEh SRS N 258 S I TV
%

(KA 13, ®RT79R 170%) TH-7
(FE1LHR) », TORZEHEELER S (78
W, 99.7%) ThHbo, BOEFFLV7 A EEHL
MY 1R TH B, LR 2 E 2%
WU T2HBED - 122 &3, HADOKEAEHER
MO DD EFA LD, A /AP R
757 4 =2 HOKER IS -, BB, A
SOE TZEF YR e R=2 ke 547507
v vy 7] (EBL) OfREWNRAEETH 2D, O
N, HARED? D T RIEEEREIE T

— 142 —



Library and Information Science No. 66 2011

10K pEFTEkng

i S B - G oy | et LEa— alii =
K % [ % [E: % S % AL % S % [T %
1970-1974 32 201% 65 501% 1 09% 3 27% 1 09% 8 73% | 110 1000%
19751979 60  484% 53 427% 3 24% 4 32% 1 08% 3 24% | 124 1000%
1980-1984 &7  664% 34 260% 2 15% 5 38% 3 23% 0  00% | 131 1000%
19851980 8  669% 32 252% 6 47% 2 16% 1  08% 1  08% | 127 1000%
1990-1994 52 553% 30 319% 6  64% 3 32% 2 21% 1  11% | 94 1000%
1995-1999 35 427% 29 354% 11 134% 1 12% 5 61% 1 12% | 82 1000%
20002004 41 641% 17 266% 3 47% 0 00% 3 47% 0 00% | 64 100.0%
20052009 72 766% 17 181% 4 43% 0 00% 1 11% 0  00% | 94 1000%
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