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How ‘Knowledge’ is Situated in Some Research Areas of

Library and Information Science

� � � � � �
Sumiko MUSHAKOJI

Résumé

‘Knowledge’ is closely related to the notion of ‘information’, which is one of the central

notions in Library and Information Science, and is itself one of the most important notions in

this field. In order to study how the notion ‘knowledge’ is situated in Library and Information

Science, various articles and books which involve this notion were selected from reference

books and textbooks in Library and Information Science. In examining those articles and

books, 10 research areas which involve the notion ‘knowledge’ were selected. Based on the

ethnographic methods, such as ‘coding’ and categorization, each of the articles and books was

coded as to what kind of notion is assumed under the term ‘knowledge’, and how it is used. This

sequence of coding produced 5 main analytical points to examine the notion and usage of

‘knowledge’ in each of the research areas. These analytical points are (1) how the term

‘knowledge’ is related with the term ‘information’, (2) how far it is generalized, (3) whether it is

held as ‘being personal’ or as ‘being shared’, (4) in what way it is evaluated, and (5) where it is

conceptually located.

The notion and usage of ‘knowledge’ in each of the research areas were then explicated

through these analytical points, and how ‘knowledge’ is situated in Library and Information as

a whole was further inferred based on the analysis. Finally, some unexplored aspects of this

notion are pointed out, and some direction within the study of ‘knowledge’ is suggested for

Library and Information Science.
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(3) �;+,%�-gFJ� /��;+,-�
����4

(4) �
	6���-�lU_"	�����
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��7OG­@H� �8�� sP���QR¨�
�2�S¢�T±!²U4�*+0����� V
³@?´��>@��µ0�X�?H�56� ��
;% ��#
�!����Y83¶4�·H�¡
���� ��O��B2� �� Encyclopedia�?

W¸¹
BC�º�$�¡V� ��;% �»XYV

� 8 �



�������������	
���
���
���������������� �����
����	
 �! ��"��
�#$ %��& �
'
�$(�� �)�*��+,�-
./01� B�+	2345�6��78(
$� /9���:����;�� <�=>?@+
'
�$(� %��& ���AB�#3- CD�
6� 1� %E�& ���F+G��� HIJKE�
���:�L +M %E�& ����N$ %��&A
�O#P��"�QR��� %E�& ��ST"�
QR����AUV#$(�- HWXYZE�[
���\L� Encyclopedia, H<�=>?@L +M
%��& � %E�& M]�
�$(3- C3� HI
JKE����:�L +M� %��& ��#$S�
�^�_�^
�$(� `6� 2a �� *�M�
�:��(�bcde�fg�P�h�+G��
ij
��-S����;��<�=>?@+M�
k�P�h��
�3��� +� %��& �5
($�l9�G�-

1�� 6� 3�m�� %��& +G�0� n
!o"^ %��& +G�0��#$M� HIJKE
����:�L +M� IJK�E����p�"
��M %#q����n!"���&+G�*��
E���rQ�"��Ms����t$�� u6
���+G�*�A9v$(�- #3�w$� *
*+�	
�$(� �t$�! �x�m����
"%���"��� k�.yMn!o"^���
G�(M� z^{�hm������A&R3�
�A'�#$(��)RP�- k�(�:���
�;�� <�=>?@+'w$(3 %��& M�
m��h�0n!o"^h�0�5($)l
�
$M(^(�� ����� ����	
 �! M
m����A�p�#3|c�+G�-
}*+�6�� %��&�~�^�,�N�^

�$(�0�(��+h� ���l9
�$(�
*�01M)�^O�A"�*�M+,^0w
3- HIJKE����:�L +)�
�$(3s
����u6�����#$M� s�f�u6f
�(��,�-R1�$(��)R�-
���6�� %��& �����#$M� HIJ
KE����:�L +M� IJK�E��� %�

�& �� bcdeAV�"�h�0� #q���
+n!
��h�+G�*��	21�$(�-
S�� E��+M� t$��(�QR�A��.
��^1� m��������/�N�*�h+
,�#� ���� �u6���! ���
�+�
���\�0���A�/�N�1�hG�*�
�20�- C3� HWXYZE�[���\ (Ter-

minologyof Documentation)L M� ���3���
� %��& A�/�N$(�-�4�� Encyclope-

dia� “Knowledge representation”+M3��
^QR�� "^
����3���� %��& A
�/�N$(��)RP�- H<�=>?@L �
%����& � %���E�& MS���5�#
$� %���26& M����7���#$� ��
��	
 �! M3�s���������3�
��� %��& A�/�N$(�-

2. %E�& %E�89& %E��:�& ��"��


IJK�E����($ %E�& G�(M %E
��89& %E��:�&�5($�;#3�sJ
<Ar�"��� %E�& � %E��89& %E�
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��+� 7�)%C����@-8+�-D+�
��� F,� T#�UV�$|& :�� 1�9�
�V@G�; 8��,j,+,���3)=>�
�@���6�78'���'���� +,@�
�� 7_+,�&� 7�1�$X��&' :�3;
��?
�E@F�8'l?���
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