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Structure of experience: The essential role of God in Derrida’s thought

Mizuki SATO

This paper explores Derrida’s concept of écriture as a form of experience as it
relates to “God.” In Section 1, we demonstrate that iteration produces a different
meaning of a sign each time it is used in a new context, distinct from mere repetition,
which may imply exact replication. Analysing three dimensions of singularities in
Derrida's thought, we focus on singularity as the unique referent of écriture within
each context, examining how singularity is essential for the generality of écriture.
By essential we mean that singularity enables iteration, allowing signs to transcend
their immediate context and function in different contexts. Section 2 investigates
how "God" acts as the mystic foundation that supports this iterative structure. The
American Declaration of Independence is analysed as an example of how
performative acts rely on "God" to establish their own grounding. In Section 3, we
examine “The Gift of Death”, Derrida’s interpretation of the story of Isaac’s
sacrifice, to illustrate how both "God" and the "I" function as the same dimension
of singularity that enables écriture to emerge. This dimension of singularity is what
makes the structure of experience possible; "I" is the agent of experience. "God" is
reinterpreted as the condition for experience, mystically grounding the relationship

between singularity and generality of écriture.
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