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Bradley’s criticism on hedonism: Practicability, morality, realizability,

and “proof” of the principle of utility

Toshinari MIZUNO

Bradley criticizes hedonism as follows: (1) the popular mind regards hedonism
as impracticable, and (2) immoral; (3) the end of hedonism (the greatest amount of
pleasure) is unrealizable; (4-1) a hedonist who accepts the paradox of hedonism is
not “earnest with its end”; and (4-2) hedonists presuppose that, because the self is
an atom, “the self can stand to others, with their pleasures and pains, only in an
external relation”, and cannot aim at other’s pleasure as his own end. On the other
hand, according to the principle of utility, the end is maximizing the sum of
pleasures of all ones. Then it is not possible to transit from the above hedonist
presupposition to the principle of utility, nor is it possible to prove the principle of
utility by adopting the above hedonist presupposition.

This paper demonstrates that all five of Bradley’s criticisms are implausible.
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