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PE: Green, Thomas Hill, Prolegomena to Ethics, 1883, D. O. Brink ed., Clarendon Press,
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The Moral Ideal as a Guide for Actions
Toshinari MIZUNO
Green’s theory of the moral ideal calls for us to comply with the rules of
conventional morality and social institutions. However, there is a need to rectify or

complement the rules when they are not useful or insufficient. This paper clarifies

that, in such cases, Green’s theory sets forth (a) the orientation in which we should
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seek to realize the ideal (human perfection), (b) the criterion of what is good or bad
in people’s actions, and (c) the principle of justice and the principle of equal
consideration, thereby providing a guide for actions. Sidgwick criticizes Green’s
theory, noting that because the idea of the moral ideal is empty or ambiguous, it
cannot guide actions. I argue that, from Green’s perspective, Sidgwick’s criticism
can be countered as follows: because the idea of the moral ideal has some content,
it can provide some guidance for actions. The significance of Green’s theory is that
it provides a negative or rough guide for actions, and moves us to comply, rectify,
or complement the rules of conventional morality and social institutions. The
difficult aspect of the theory is that the guidance differs depending on the person

and times.
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