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PE: Green, Thomas Hill, Prolegomena to Ethics, 1883, D. O. Brink ed., Clarendon Press,
2003. (KACEZ, IRERRERR [27Y) —» L 2 Of@E] (HasE, 19324F))
(B D% OEFITE 22 T)

L: Sidgwick, Henry, Lecture on the Ethics of T. H. Green, Herbert Spencer, and J.
Martineau, 1902, J. Constance ed., Cambridge University Press, 2012 (M50 1%
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1 Cf. Nicholson, Peter P., The Political Philosophy of the British Idealism: Selected Studies,

Cambridge University Press, 1990.
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Brink, David O., Perfectionism and the Common Good: Themes in the Philosophy of T.
H. Green, Oxford University Press, 2003, Dimova-Cookson, Maria, T H. Green s Moral
and Political Philosophy: A Phenomenological Perspective, Palgrave, 2001,
Greengarten, 1. M., Thomas Hill Green and the Development of Liberal-Democratic
Thought, University of Toronto Press, 1981, Nicholson op. cit., Simhony, Avital, “T. H.
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Common good in Green’s Prolegomena to Ethics

Toshinari MIZUNO

(1) Common good is the central concept in Green’s ethics. However, the
concept has been criticized as being ambiguous. This paper aims to clarify the
concept further.

Common good is “a state of mind or character of which the attainment, or
approach to attainment, by each is itself a contribution to its attainment by every
one else.” It consists of the following aspects: (a) realization of human capacities,
(b) satisfaction of abiding self, (c) good will, (d) self-devotion to an ideal of mutual
service, and (e) the perfecting of man.

(2) Common good is “a good in the effort after which there can be no
competition between man and man.” In this respect, Sidgwick criticizes Green.
According to Green, common good includes the realization of scientific and artistic
capacities, which requires resources and wealth. If men must compete for resources
and wealth, then common good may introduce competition between man and man.

This paper argues that Sidgwick’s criticism of Green can be responded to as
follows: Only when one’s realization of capacities contributes to realization for

other members of society, it can be a common good, and therefore one’s true good.
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Moreover, given that human capacities are various, common good is non-

competitive between man and man.

69



