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How is the concept of purpose and emotion related to the meaning of
life?

Yusuke NAGATO

This paper aims to show that the roll of the combination between
purpose and emotion or sentiment is an essential matter to grasp the philosophical
argument of meaning of life.

It has been recognized by quite a few philosophers that introducing the
concept of purpose make human action intelligible, and the structural feature of
human action bears a many resemblance to that of human life; On the other, some
philosophers claim that the concept of purpose is an obsession and the meaning of
life is from our self-sufficient desire, it is not bestowed from without.

To begin with, in light of two schools of thought, I argue that feeling
something to be worthwhile and understanding a particular purpose corresponding
to a whole life project is practically inseparable. Then I point out two remarks: (1)
the question as “what kind of person should I be?”” may develop into the question
as “what kind of profile of emotion should I have?” in some cases. (2) we refer to
the concept of purpose for evaluating the emotion itself. Based on these
considerations, I suggest that the sense of meaninglessness derives from the gap

between actual feelings and ideal profile of emotion.
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