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Sidgwick’s criticism on Mill’s “utilitarianism”

Toshinari MIZUNO

Sidgwick criticizes Mill’s utilitarianism, first of all on his qualitative
hedonism: If he prefers less pleasure to more pleasure because the former is better
in terms of quality, he introduces non-hedonistic elements into hedonism. In
addition, preferring less pleasure to more pleasure is not consistent with the
standard of preference to seek for the greatest amount of pleasure. Second, Mill’s
psychological hedonism is false. Third, Mill’s “proof” of principle of utility is not
plausible.

I argue that, while the third criticism is plausible, the first and second
criticisms can be debated from Mill’s viewpoint. (1) For the first criticism, Mill
first holds that the value of pleasures is determined by both their quantity and
quality. If this view is valid, preferring less pleasure to more pleasure because the
former is better in quantity is consistent with hedonism. Second, the amount that
Mill aims at maximizing is not the quality of pleasure but the value of it.
Therefore, preferring less pleasure to more pleasure is consistent with the standard
of preference to pursue the greatest amount of pleasure. (2) With regard to the
second criticism, the grounds upon which Sidgwick’s arguments are built with
regard to psychological hedonism being false are insufficient. Rather, I argue that

Mill’s psychological hedonism is plausible.

*  INOFENLOSIHIXT T, Collected Works of John Stuart Mill, 33 Vols.,
Robson, J.M. general ed., Toronto and London: Toronto University Press and Routledge,
196591 7»BAT 5o AP OSIHIL, Wh CW, B HEOIMAICE Y. &b,
FUHICER L TiE, LT O EZ B S Uiz, GRS 2R TR 250 .
BIsEZm [~ ] S - ] dkndmth, 1979 &, A HE—RS, (1
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