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Abstract

This paper focuses on the meanings of “shao(“>)” as “partial affirmation” and “total
negation” in modern Chinese language. It first illustrates relations of these two meanings with
the personal pronoun of the subject. When the subject is first person or third person in a
sentence “shao(/1)” takes on the meaning of “partial affirmation”. When the subject is second
person in a sentence “shao(/)” takes on both meanings of “partial affirmation” and “total
negation”. Secondly the paper demonstrates “partial affirmation” as the basic semantics of “shao
(“>)”. However, when the subject is second person in a sentence and when partial affirmation
is being emphasized, the function of “shao(“>)” characteristically becomes “total negation”.
Finally, as a result of cross-linguistic comparison the paper shows similarity of “jakjak” in
Korean language as having both meanings of “shao(“>)”, but there is no corresponding form in
Japanese. This paper provides detailed descriptions of the two functions of “shao(/1)”] laying
out fundamental pedagogical support for the teaching of “shao(“})". It also offers comparative
analysis of similarities and characteristics of how “shao(Z*)” works in Chinese, Japanese and

Korean, making up for inadequacies in previous scholarship in this field.
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