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1) “Time to Move Up A Gear” The European Commission’s 2006 Annual
Progress Report on Growth and Jobs (http://ec.europa.eu/growthandjobs/pdf/
2006_annual_report_full_en.pdf)
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chaired by Mr. Esko Aho
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3) Green Paper, A European Strategy for Sustainable, Competitive and
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Outcome of the March 2006 European Council

OTAKA Junichiro

The March 2006 European Council attracted relatively modest attention
compared to several preceding European Council meetings which were
marked by the debate on the future of the Constitutional Treaty and the
Financial Perspective for 2007-2013. Presidency conclusions of the Council
listed three subjects under the main theme Relaunched Lisbon Strategy for
Jobs and Growth; namely, special areas for priority actions, energy policy for

europe, and maintaining momentum across the board.

As this year was the first year of the newly introduced three year cycle
after the Lisbon Strategy was reviewed in 2005, the Council underlined the
steady implementation of the procedures under revised Lisbon Strategy.
The Council also generally endorsed the draft services directive as revised
in the first reading of the European Parliament. On the energy security
issue, the Council stated the necessity of discussing this issue at the EU

level.

All of these seems to imply that EU summit leaders and the European
Commission both intended to emphasize that European Union is functioning
in carrying out its duties, amid speculations that future of Europe is
uncertain as seen in the future of the European Constitutional Treaty as
well as difference of positions amongst member states demonstrated in a

dispute over the Financial Perspectives 2007-2013.

272



