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The Transformation of EU Governance in Air Transport
by the Single European Sky Package

KAWAGOE Maho

This paper explores the transformation of EU (European Union) gover-
nance in air transport after the bringing into effect of the Single European
Sky Package with special reference to changes in its decision-making
process. EU air transport governance is well understood as part of “single
market governance” or as an example of “supranational governance”.
However, this article focuses on the different aspects of governance and dis-
cusses how to evaluate the potential impact of this newly coming package
on its decision-making mechanisms.

The new package was adopted in March 2004. It concerns the way in
which the EU lays down the framework for the creation of the single
European sky. This package is composed of four regulations, which cover
the Commission’s proposals for the single European sky to further improve
the safety of Europe’s air transport system and to increase its overall effi-
ciency.

There are five principal changes in the decision-making mechanisms
brought by the new air transport package: (1) combining Community regu-
lation and Euro-control’s technical expertise; (2) taking into account the
pan-European dimension; (3) integrating military operators; (4) involving
the social partners in dialogue; and (5) providing a platform for the intro-
duction of new technologies.

Such changes will result in a transformation of the EU air transport gover-
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nance, with its more streamlined procedure and with more plural participa-
tion of the relevant stakeholders. Therefore, it is argued that the set of four
regulations represent an ambitious challenge by the EU for the organization

and use of the airspace in the Single European Sky.
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